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Germany, officially the Federal Republic of Germany, is a country in central Europe with about 81 million inhabitants. It is bordered to the north by the North Sea, Denmark and the Baltic Sea, to the east by Poland and the Czech Republic, to the south by Austria and Switzerland and to the west by France, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Germany consists of 16 states. The capital and largest city is Berlin. Germany is a member of the European Union and of the United Nations. A region named Germania, inhabited by several Germanic people, has been known and documented before AD 100. In the 10th century, German territories formed the Holy Roman Empire which lasted until 1806. In 1949, after the Second World War, Germany was divided into two separate states – East Germany and West Germany. The reunification took place in 1990. Germany has had the European currency, the Euro, since 1999. 
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Germany is well-known for its forests, which cover around one third of the area. We have a temperate seasonal climate which causes a large number of species concerning plants and animals.
Christianity is the largest religion in Germany, 32 per cent of the Germans are Protestants, 31 per cent are Catholics, followed by Islam (5 per cent). Nearly 30 per cent of the Germans have no registered religious denomination. 
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German is the official and mostly spoken language in Germany. You will find a lot of varieties and dialects of German as well as minority and immigrant languages. 
Sport forms an integral part of German life. One in three Germans is a member of a sports club, with football being the most popular kind of sports. The German Football Association is the largest sports organisation of its kind worldwide. The German National Football Team won the FIFA World Cup in 1954, 1974 and 1990. Michael Schumacher, the most successful Formula One driver in the world, made Germany into one of the leading motorsports countries.
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Although Germany cuisine varies from region to region there are some common features. Meat is often eaten in sausage form. More than 1500 types of sausages are produced in Germany. The most popular vegetables are potatoes, cabbage, carrots, peas and beans. More than 300 types of bread are sold in bakery shops throughout the country. 

