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Our little town Nauen is situated west of Germany’s capital Berlin. It got town charter in 1292. In the centre you can see many medieval houses, most of which have been carefully renovated during the past few years. In 2003 many villages around Nauen were integrated in the town, so that now over 16,000 people live here. Nauen has always been connected to technical progress. Whereas in the middle ages wind mills could be seen from far away, today everybody recognises Nauen by the over 100 wind turbines and the big antennas of the radio transmitting station. Nauen lies in the beautiful area Havelland, named after the river Havel, and often people from the city of Berlin come here to enjoy the nature and the quiet. For over 650 years Nauen has had a fish in its coat of arms. In former times it was a pike, but around 1720 the Nauen inhabitants did not want to have a predatory fish in their coat of arms any longer and it was changed into a carp, which corresponded to the peaceful character of the town. History plays an important part in the social life of the town. Once the Nauen people were proud of not being simple farmers but “Ackerbürger”, which means “townsman who farms a smallholding”. One of the most famous festivals that take place every year is the “Ackerbürgerfest” where people wear traditional clothes and show medieval life. 
